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Naugatuck River gave nobody cause of action. The sewera could be used for that purpose without any invasion of the rights of owners of riparian property below the point of discharge. But when the city discharged sewage into the river in such quantities and in such manner that it was earned without much change to the property of a manufacturing company, thereby producing a public nuisance to the company's special damage, the city was held to make a public nuisance of its sewerage system Each day such an unlawful act was repeated the company suffered a fresh invasion of its legal rights, according to the court.
While these introductory notes are intended merely to show how the principles of sewerage and sewage disposal became established on a firm footing in engineering practice and not to review the development of the details of the subject, particularly the more recent development, it should be stated here that progress has been wonderfully rapid. When the reason for this is sought, it will be found in that admirable spirit of good will and co-operation existing among American engineers, which not only finds expression in the work of the engineering societies but also in the close and friendly contact maintained by engineers in this country with one another and with the engineers of other countries. This has been a good influence on American sanitary engineering, for it has led to friendly personal relations, open minds, and a recognition of the work of others by giving credit where credit is due, which have combined to concentrate attention on those subjects where progress was most needed and to prevent the needless duplication of effort in striving for the same goal. So long as this spirit persists, American sewerage engineering will go forward buoyantly.